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group. The Contemporary was suspended for eight months,
and shortly afterward, the revolutionary, Chernyshevsky,
was imprisoned in the Peter and Paul Fortress.
Dostoevsky, for his part, was upset by the political events
and so exhausted by his editorial work that he resolved to go
to France. His doctors had been urging him for some time to
take a long rest outside of Russia. The trip was so expensive
that he could not afford to take his wife along; moreover,
Maria Dmitrievna did not wish to leave her son who was pre-
paring for admission to the Gymnasium. In June, 1862, Dos-
toevsky left Russia for his first trip abroad.
Dostoevsky arrived in Paris toward the middle of June. He
knew no one there, and no one knew him. He did not meet
Victor Hugo, who at that time had published Les Miserable*,
nor Flaubert, who had published Salambo, nor Theophile
Gautier, who had just published Capitame Fracasse, nor
Renan, nor Sainte-Beuve, nor Taine. He led a secluded life
and regretted having left Russia. Homesickness led to ill
humor.
"Paris is a terribly sad city," he wrote to Strakhov. "If it
were not for a number of admirable monuments here, I
would have died of boredom." He stayed only ten days in
France, and came to the conclusion that "the Frenchman is
calm, honest, polite, but false, and loves only money."
He left France for England. In London, he met Herzen,
the nihilist, and although his political views were in direct
opposition to Herzen's, the two writers got on well together.
"Dostoevsky came to see me yesterday," Herzen wrote to
Ogarev. "He is naive, a little confused, but very amiable. He
has an enthusiastic faith in the Russian people."
Dostoevsky for his part was "quite gentle" toward Herzen